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Hewlett-Packard Scanjet N8420
B&W, portrait mode, speed at 200dpi W
Simplex: 25ppm
Duplex: 50ipm
Color, portrait mode, speed at 150dpi
Simplex: 20ppm
Duplex: 40ipm

Hewlett-Packard Scanjet N8460
B&W, portrait mode, speed at 200dpi
Simplex: 35ppm
Duplex: 70ipm
Color, portrait mode, speed at 150dpi
Simplex: 20ppm
Duplex: 40ipm

Sum-up: Strong desktop scanners with flatbeds
and document feeders.

These new Scanjet Document Flatbed
Scanner models offer a lot to the desktop user.
The N8420 ($1,199, street) differs from the
N8460 ($1,499, street) in its slower speed.
Otherwise these two models are identical.
They are similar in some ways to the Hewlett-
Packard Scanjet N7710 scanner (see below),
but the new Scanjet N8420 and N8460 add
flatbed scanning and a larger document feed-
er to the mix.

The document feeder can hold up to 100
sheets. And thanks to a dual sensor configura-
tion, these models are capable of rendering
some detail from 3D objects paced on the
flatbed. HP rates this scanner for a typical
daily use of 1,500 pages.

A legal-size flatbed scanner allows scanning
business cards or bound ledgers, while the
automatic document feeder can scan docu-
ments from 5.8" x 5.8" up to 8.5" x 34" in size.
Scan resolutions can be set in standard incre-
ments from 75dpi to 600dpi. Connectivity is
through a USB port.

An unusual and very strong feature for mul-
tipurpose models is ultrasonic double-feed
detection, which stops the scanner and noti-
fies the user to reset the documents in the
automatic document feeder.

These models also come with Kofax VRS
software, which assures excellent image cor-
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rection and enhancement. This model has an
ISIS driver for feeding output to high-end
enterprise document management programs.
TWAIN and WIA drivers are also provided
for scanning to applications.

The scanner converts scanned images to
PDF, TIFF, JPEG, searchable PDF, and the
PDF archiving format. It also does color
dropout for red, green, and blue. It has blank
page removal, auto-cropping, and page orien-
tation capabilities. All of this makes them
solid desktop document scanners.

You can customize scan profiles and make
one-touch job settings, include scan-to-desti-
nation targets and resolutions, all using HP’s
Smart Document Scan Software. Stored scan
profiles can be stored for easy retrieval via
“quick start” buttons or from a list of profile
descriptions displayed on the control panel.
One convenient feature allows users to launch
a scan to make copies of documents to the
PC’s default printer.

HP includes I.R.I.S. Readiris Pro OCR and
ScanSoft PaperPort — a solid collection of
software.

We see HP constantly upgrading its docu-
ment scanning product line and offering
strong choices for distributed scanning. The
Scanjet N8420 and N8460 offer very good fea-
tures. If you don’t need a flatbed, you might
look at the N7710. But for higher capacity and
the versatility of a flatbed, these are affordable
and fast desktop machines. For their speed
and affordable prices, we're giving these
Scanjet models our Editor’s Choice Award

Hewlett-Packard Scanjet N§420 — An addition of
flatbed scanning and a 100-sheet document feeder
leads to a good choice for the desktop user.
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Vendor Profile

Hewlett-Packard Scanjet N8460 - Affordable and fast desktop
Hewlett-Packard has been in the scanner business for many scanner that includes the versatility of a flatbed.

years, but generally, its excellent low-priced desktop models
have been suitable for only personal scanning rather than
document scanning. However, in recent years, the company’s
gotten more aggressive in this market segment, rolling out
improvements to document scanners with user-friendly fea-
tures in some models of its Scanjet series.
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